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Mrs. BOYDA of Kansas. Mr. Speaker,
last month my congressional office was
flooded with letters asking me to co-
sponsor the National Eosinophil
Awareness Week Resolution. All of
these heartfelt notes, as it turned out,
were authored by the family and
friends of an 11-year-old girl who lives
in my district, Jessica Seidel. Jessica
and her mother are here with us today.

Jessica suffers from a rare eosinophil
disorder that causes her body to mis-
take common proteins as foreign bod-
ies. The disorder makes Jessica’s life
very hard. Only last week, she had to
move out of her house because her
basement flooded, rendering the house
unliveable for her.

Despite these challenges, Jessica re-
mains a remarkable girl. She is vis-
iting me here in Washington today, and
I am impressed by her poise and her
courage. I am very pleased that on
Monday, the House unanimously ap-
proved the Eosinophil Awareness Week
Resolution. Our vote was meaningful
and it was important, not only to Jes-
sica and her family and friends, but to
every sufferer of an eosinophilic dis-
order across the United States.

———

OPEN SEASON ON THE AMERICAN
TAXPAYER

(Mr. PRICE of Georgia asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
the Democrat budget being brought to
the floor today is not about leadership,
it’s about passing the buck, billions of
them, onto our children.

This Democrat budget will raise
taxes by more than $200 billion over
the next 5 years. And if these massive
tax hikes don’t bring in the revenue
they want to keep expanding govern-
ment, they will trigger more tax in-
creases so they can pay for future
spending. This is not leadership.

Despite the repeated warnings of
every expert, this does nothing to deal
with our Social Security and Medicare
crisis. This is not leadership.

Tax-and-spend season is alive and
well here in the House of Representa-
tives.

Now, we can eliminate the deficit
without raising taxes, but it will take
setting priorities, making tough deci-
sions to rein in our colossal govern-
ment spending and working together.
That’s leadership.

This budget is forcing the American
people to pay for a lack of leadership,
and that’s wrong. And the American
people are watching.

——————

THE ENSURING ACCESS TO
CONTRACEPTIVES ACT

(Mr. CARNAHAN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. CARNAHAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in strong support of inter-
national family planning.
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In the developing world today, con-
traceptive supplies are often unavail-
able, placing the health and well-being
of millions of people at risk.

Currently, the global gag rule limits
access to contraceptives by prohibiting
the U.S. to giving family planning aid
to certain foreign nongovernmental or-
ganizations. That’s why I have intro-
duced the bipartisan Ensuring Access
to Contraceptives Act of 2007 with my
colleague, Representative CHRIS SHAYS.

Our bill carves out a specific excep-
tion to allow the U.S. to provide con-
traceptives to developing countries. In
addition, this bill will double the
amount of funding USAID is authorized
to spend on these programs.

I urge my colleagues to join us as co-
sponsors. This bill will help prevent un-
intended pregnancies, reduce incidents
of maternal and child mortality, im-
prove the health of women, and prevent
the transmission of sexually trans-
mitted infections.

————

IN HONOR OF WILLIAM E.
COCHRAN

(Mr. BOOZMAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to offer my heartfelt congratula-
tions and thanks to a fellow optom-
etrist, a leader in our profession, Dr.
William Cochran. For 24 years, he has
led my alma mater, the Southern Col-
lege of Optometry, and under his guid-
ance the institution has flourished,
turning out highly-trained optom-
etrists and serving 60,000 patients a
year. His commitment to his faculty,
his patients and students are examples
we can all follow here in the Nation’s
capital.

I congratulate Dr. Cochran on his re-
tirement from the Southern College of
Optometry and thank him for the ex-
ample he has left for optometrists now
and in the future. He has made a last-
ing, positive impact on hundreds of
young students and continued to en-
hance and build a wonderful institution
that I am very proud of, the Southern
College of Optometry.

——
GUANTANAMO BAY

(Mr. MORAN of Virginia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Mr. Speak-
er, I would like to address America’s
legal black hole, known as Guanta-
namo Bay.

The administration would like us to
believe that the 15 prisoners that were
very recently sent to Guantanamo are
typical of the other 772 that have been
sent there over the last 414 years. Many
of them are still languishing 4% years
later, even though only four of those
772 have ever been charged with a
crime. In fact, only 8 percent are al-
leged to have ever acted as a ‘‘fighter”
against the United States. Only 5 per-
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cent were actually captured by Amer-
ican forces. The vast majority were
turned in for bounties by Pakistani or
other northern alliance Afghan forces.

That is why, Mr. Speaker, we need to
shine the light of the law on this situa-
tion, to ask the administration what
are they going to do about people who
are being illegally detained there with-
out charges and with no plans as to
how to fix this situation, which con-
tinues to undermine America’s reputa-
tion and credibility throughout the
world.

——————

BUDGET GUARANTEED TO RAISE
TAXES

(Mr. CAMPBELL of California asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. CAMPBELL of California. Mr.
Speaker, later today we will have a
budget on this floor proposed by the
Democratic majority which is guaran-
teed to raise taxes by about $200 bil-
lion. Now, that budget will also in-
crease spending by about $200 billion
over and above the budget that the
President proposed.

Do we think that those two numbers
are the same by coincidence? No. And
it’s not an increase in spending by $200
billion, it’s an increase over the in-
crease proposed by the President by
$200 billion. This is not a tax increase
that we need to have. This is a tax in-
crease that they want to have because
they want to spend a lot more money
than we are already spending, and we
are already spending too much.

——————

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 1427, FEDERAL HOUSING
FINANCE REFORM ACT OF 2007

Mr. WELCH of Vermont. Mr. Speak-
er, by direction of the Committee on
Rules, I call up House Resolution 404
and ask for its immediate consider-
ation.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 404

Resolved, That at any time after the adop-
tion of this resolution the Speaker may, pur-
suant to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the
House resolved into the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 1427) to reform
the regulation of certain housing-related
Government-sponsored enterprises, and for
other purposes. The first reading of the bill
shall be dispensed with. All points of order
against consideration of the bill are waived
except those arising under clause 9 or 10 of
rule XXI. General debate shall be confined to
the bill and shall not exceed one hour equal-
ly divided and controlled by the chairman
and ranking minority member of the Com-
mittee on Financial Services. After general
debate the bill shall be considered for
amendment under the five-minute rule. It
shall be in order to consider as an original
bill for the purpose of amendment under the
five-minute rule the amendment in the na-
ture of a substitute recommended by the
Committee on Financial Services now print-
ed in the bill, modified by the amendment
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